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the work shows at once by the difficulties it presents in finding books
upon a definite subject that the method is not satisfactory, for the simple
reason that it is impossible to combine two systems that will not unite
harmoniously, and without confusion. There has been a great deal of
valuable labour expended in this work which we are satisfied, if put into
either a Dictionary Catalogue pure and simple, or what we know and
believe to be " the older and unpopular Classified Catalogue," would
have reflected the highest credit upon the industry of its compiler and
been a most valuable aid to readers in the library. Furthermore, it
seems to us that it would have gone into less space. Suppose, as an
example, a book upon Biblical Criticism is desired, we turn to Bible and
are referred to Religion, where we must wade through seven closely-
printed columns to find what we want. True, the division or semi-class
is sub-divided, but not in a complete, comprehensive way. Then we
look under the heading Great Britain and are referred to Britain where
we find but eight entries, including Dorarts Great Towns, Collier's
History of Britain, Caine's Little Manx Nation, A eland's Co-operative
Movement, and Statistics of Industries. We may add that if the
extraordinary large number of cross-references necessitated by the
form of the catalogue were left out, together with the long incomplete
lists of the contents of minor magazines, there would be little left. We
have seen libraries of 30,000 volumes catalogued adequately in no larger
space than is here required to deal with 5,000.

Kidderminster Public Library. Catalogue of Books in the
Lending Library, compiled by Archibald Sparke, Chief
Librarian, Member of the Library Association, sm. 4to, pp.
78. Brevier, in two columns.

This catalogue has either been overlooked by us or has been delayed
in printing or in reaching us, as we observe it only contains the books
up to October, 1896. The compilation is upon the usual dictionary lines
with plenty of capital letters and many unnecessary dashes as well as
entries under principal words from titles rather than subjects, but in all
these respects the compiler has the satisfaction of knowing that he has
many worthy precedents. An appendix contains an index to essays and
collective works given in the briefest possible way, but sufficient to enable
a reference to be made to the author-entry in the body of the catalogue
where the fuller title is found set out in the " Contents." This is a most
useful piece of indexing and more economical than treating portions of
books as complete works and placing them in the same alphabet, but it
is not so convenient. A few pages at the end contains a classified list
of the Reference Library, which is not yet of much moment, as the
institution is seemingly new, and its means not large.

Belfast Library (Linen Hall Library). Supplementary Catalogue
of books added, 1897, compiled by George Smith, Librarian,
1898.

Brighton Public Library. Supplementary Catalogue of . . .
the Victoria Lending Library, 1895-1898. Price 3d.

Cork Free Public Library. Supplementary Catalogue of . . .
the Lending Library, March, 1896, to May, 1898, compiled
by James Wilkinson, Librarian, 1898.

Beyond recording their appearance, and saying that the collections
of books in each case are well kept up to date, these supplements call for
no special remark.
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